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Rev. Samuel L. Padgett

During the last Staff-Parish Relations Committee meeting, we talk about
my first year as pastor here at St Mark's and where we go from here. We
discussed how the addition of Pastor Charles to the staff has made it
possible for even more ministry to take place. We discussed what has gone
well and areas to focus on moving forward. To that end, we participated in
an exercise on Pastoral Responsibilities (this was also done last summer
and published in the August 2021 edition of the Messenger).
As a reminder, the pastoral staff of any church has responsibilities in
all of these areas when the need arises, but this is to show where the
church would like the emphasis to be placed. The top six categories are
where I (with the help of Pastor Charles) will spend the bulk of my nonscripted time. The next six will be dealt with on an as-needed basis. And
the last six categories only when necessary.
Here are the results and some of my thoughts from this exercise.

Any time that something like this is done, it is always interesting to see
how things change from year to year. Here are some thoughts on the
biggest changes:
Leadership & Vision-Casting: I believe that this category has moved up
in importance because of the season that we find ourselves in. As we
navigate the Disaffiliation process and move towards whom God is
calling us to be, it necessarily requires your Pastoral Staff to help move
us towards that next thing.
Continued on next page...
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Administration: Again, much for the same reasons as above, we are in a season where more
time and energy are needed here.
Visitation: when we discussed how far down the list this priority moved, it was stated that
Charles and I will not be doing less visitation, but simply that it had been an issue in the past
and that what we are currently doing is working. So if you need or want us, reach out!
Evangelism: last summer we were still in the “coming out of Covid” mode. It was necessary
to spend more time calling our people back and reaching out to our community. This
summer we are in a season where we need to “circle the wagons” a little more as we discern
whom we want to be and where we are going.
Here are some thoughts on Top Priorities and what isn’t changing:
Preaching & Leading Worship: Charles, Kim, Dona, & I will continue to plan for the best
services and sermons that we can give you all, our church family, week in and week out, that
is not going to change.
As your Pastoral Staff, Charles and I, will make it a point to be as healthy as we can
personally and spiritually in order to be able to be there for you when you need us.
Discipleship & Teaching God’s word is a passion for Charles, Lisa, and myself and we plan to
expand opportunities for all of our church family to learn and grow in our faith together. We
are even in discussions about bringing some new faces on board to help with this.
Your Staff here at St Mark's promises to do our best to keep you informed of what is
happening around here so that you can embrace all that God is doing amongst us!
Please be praying for us all as we move forward, and if you have any questions about
Pastoral Priorities or what is happening with your staff do not hesitate to reach out to me or a
member of our Staff-Parish Relations Team.
Rev. Samuel L Padgett “Pastor Sam” <><

This Months Birthdays:
Arnold, Kaidenn
Baczynski, Mae
Baczynski, Megan
Barger, Robert
Barkley, Jessica
Batchelder, Vivian
Bauman, William
Bearman, Natalie
Beeler, Jill
Bradtmueller, Kim
Brown, Kevin
Busick, Andrea
Chamberlain, Betsy
Christner, Aaron
Cochran, Matt
Cruse, Heather
Eicher, Michael
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Eicher, Michelle
Frauhiger, Janet
Fuhrman, Robert
Hackman, Sam
Hahn, John
Halchuck, Steve
Hill, Ilene
Hirschy, Allison
Hirschy, Amanda
Holloway, Michael
Hunter, Derrick
Kaehr, Kylee
Kernstein, Alice
Killen, Mandy
Klingensmith, Rachel
Knous, Austin
Lee, Savannah

This Months Anniversaries:
Lehman, Chance
Lockwood, Shelly
Macke, Davis
Martin, Kinley
Massoth, Maddison
Milholland, Vince
Miller, Nathan
Miller, Shannon
Padgett, Blake
Reed, Justin
Riehle, Jeff
Roush, Jamie
Saylor, Riley
Schwartz, Madeline
Scott, Michael
Shackley, Sue
Shaffer, Pat

Shifferly, Stephany
Spangler, April
Springer, Kaleb
Stetler, Jay
Strickler, Marissa
Thompson, Jacob
Weeks, Cathy
Wenger, Fletcher
Wenger, Hunter
Werling, Janet
Whitaker, Lauren
Wilder, David
Williams, Etta
Wing, Karen
Wyatt, Gary
Wynn, Eunice

Troy & Kari Burkholder
Jason & Betsy Chamberlain
Ron & Janet Frauhiger
Darlene & Michael Holloway

This Months NT Daily Readings
9/1 1 Corinthians 11:17-34
9/2 1 Corinthians 12
9/3 1 Corinthians 13
9/4 1 Corinthians 14:1-19
9/5 1 Corinthians 14:20-40
9/6 1 Corinthians 15:1-32
9/7 1 Corinthians 15:33-58
9/8 1 Corinthians 16
9/9 2 Corinthians 1
9/10 2 Corinthians 2
9/11 2 Corinthians 3
9/12 2 Corinthians 4
9/13 2 Corinthians 5
9/14 2 Corinthians 6
9/15 2 Corinthians 7
9/16 2 Corinthians 8

This Months Messages
September 4, Sun 9:30 am
2 Corinthians 5:11-21 & John 16:5-15 NT
“Dear Abba, The Second Letter to the Corinthians;
How does the Holy Spirit work in non-believers?”
September 11, Sun 9:30 am
Joshua 1:6-9 OT & James 1:22-25 NT
“Dear Abba, The Letter of James;
How should we approach Scripture?”
September 18, Sun 9:30 am
1 John 3:1-10 NT & Romans 8:12-17 NT
“Dear Abba, The First letter of John;
How should we define ourselves as Christians?”
September 25, Sun 9:30 am
Galatians 3:6-18 NT & Romans 5:12-21 NT
“Dear Abba, The Letter to the Galatians;
What does it really mean to be a part of God's family?”

9/17 2 Corinthians 9
9/18 2 Corinthians 10
9/19 2 Corinthians 11:1-15
9/20 2 Corinthians 11:16-33
9/21 2 Corinthians 12
9/22 2 Corinthians 13
9/23 Galatians 1

Bible Trivia
What is pure religion, according to James?
Answer on page 12

9/24 Galatians 2
9/25 Galatians 3
9/26 Galatians 4
9/27 Galatians 5
9/28 Galatians 6
9/29 Ephesians 1
9/30 Ephesians 2
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From Pastor Charles
Victory in Jesus
I love the song, Victory in Jesus. The tempo and words are so encouraging. However, (you knew
there had to be a condition, or this would be a Twitter post, not a blog) there is a problem not with
the song but with how we interpret the idea of victory. Victory as many see it, is everything being
great in the here and now. Victory is everyone saying how they love us or at least respect us. Victory
is us standing at the finish line arms raised high or in the end zone spiking the football in Christian
love, of course. Victory isn't that in the world and isn't what Jesus told us it would be.
Often victory is a hard-won thing. Victory means battles and losses. Victory more often than not
meant long hard fights and falling over the finish line or being tackled into the end zone. Victory
sometimes means death. Even the often celebrated sports stars spend years pushing their bodies to
near breaking or to breaking and then not always winning the prize. Talk to a person whose side won
the war but they lost a son or daughter about victory. Victory isn't easy.
Shouldn't it be easy for a Christian? We have Jesus right? Yes, we have Jesus, and the Scriptures
say that He will work all things together for good but look at the context of Romans 8:28.
And since we are his children, we are his heirs. Together with Christ, we are heirs of God’s glory. But if
we are to share his glory, we must also share his suffering. Yet what we suffer now is nothing
compared to the glory he will reveal to us later...And we believers also groan, even though we have
the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of future glory, for we long for our bodies to be released from
sin and suffering. We, too, wait with eager hope for the day when God will give us our full rights as his
adopted children, including the new bodies he has promised us...And we know that God causes
everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to his
purpose for them...Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer loves
us if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, hungry, destitute, in danger, or threatened with
death? (As the Scriptures say, “For your sake, we are killed every day; we are being slaughtered like
sheep.”) Edited for space.
Jesus's words over and over tell the disciples that his followers will suffer. However, they will be
victorious.
My reason for sharing this isn't to discourage anyone but for you to take a real look at what
victory may cost. Victory isn't fun in the process. Even for those who aren't Christians, victory requires
a cost. Consider this, however. losing or not trying at all always leads to a bad place.
The benefit to following Christ is that the victory is certain no matter the cost or what evil may come. I
don't want you discouraged and give up when tough times come and gaining victory is hard. In the
battle or this world, we may not feel like singing, but someday we will.
We have Victory in Jesus.
- Pastor Charles
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Operation Blessing
We all have had times in our lives when we just needed a little help. Sometimes we powered
through, sometimes God sent the right person to bring just what we needed at that moment.
Regardless, we know that it was God moving in us and in the community of believers that allowed
us to make it through. The New Testament is filled with stories of how the early Church reached out
and supported one another, especially in their times of need and often financially. Therefore, I have
started a quiet ministry to offer help to those connected to our church family and who may find
themselves in a season of need. This is Operation Blessing.
Here are the specifics:
Any member of our congregation may bring a need to one of the Pastoral Staff for consideration
(the church member must vouch for the validity of the need). This could be a member of the
congregation, a family member, a co-worker, or a neighbor.
Anyone can donate to the fund that will be used to meet these needs; simply donate as you
normally would but designate it to “Operation Blessing.”
The money will be reported along with our other financials regularly through the Finance
Committee to keep a strong level of accountability.
The Pastoral Staff will keep the Staff-Parish Relations Committee informed of who has been
helped so that confidentiality can be maintained.
Those who have been helped may “repay” the kindness. These funds will be put back into the
fund to help others. Those who have been helped are free to tell of God’s love shown to them
but are not required to do so.
I hope that you will consider supporting this effort and pray for those whom we will help in the
future. And, your church family has already helped one family through these efforts and we praise
God for the opportunity to be the church!
Pastor Sam

Current Spiritual Formation Opportunities:
Sunday School and Bible Study Opportunities

Builders Class – (Room 25, Sundays @ 8:15 am) We have finished up our study of 1, 2, and 3
John and have embarked on the journey of the 1st Christians in the Book of Acts! We are looking
forward to learning more about these early Christians and how we might be able to emulate
them today!
Praise & Fellowship – (Room 1, Sundays @ 10:45am)
Wings of Faith – (Room 22, Sundays @ 10:45 am) Open discussion is encourage by all as
we journey through the Bible verse by verse in order to grow in a better
understanding of the scriptures.
Pastor’s Sunday School- (Room 25, Sundays @ 10:45 am) We are going verse by verse through
the Gospels. All levels of faith welcomed.
Pastor’s Bible Study – (Fellowship Hall, Thursdays @ 7:00 pm)
We are going verse by verse through the book of Exodus. All questions and all levels of faith
welcomed! Join us in person or online! Ask the office for information to connect online.
Daily Bible Reading Group – (Online & in person) Reading through the New Testament in a
Year, mostly using the YouVersion App, but readings are posted in the Newsletter and weekly
Bulletins. Email the church office to be added to this group.
Daily Devotionals from Upper Room- Physical copies in the sanctuary, you receive a daily
devotion from the Upper Room Booklets.
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Leadership in 2023 and Beyond
While we have made the decision to transition out of the United Methodist Church, we still
have a local church to lead and make sure that its ministries continue reaching people for Jesus. To
that end, we will be looking forward to our Leadership and servants for 2023. Just across from the
office, you can see this year’s leadership and descriptions of our Committees and Teams. If you are
willing to serve in the next year on one or more of these, please let Pastor Sam or a Member of the
Nominations Team know of your interest.
Also, we are looking forward to putting together new servant rotations for the winter months
and into next year. We will have sign-up sheets on the bulletin board just outside the sanctuary
where you can sign up to be a Greeter, an Usher, a Liturgist, a Sound Tech, a Videographer, a
Presenter (the words on the screens), or offer Hospitality (food) after the service. We are always
looking for more people who are willing to help in these important ways, even if it is only for a
week at a time. If you have any questions, please reach out to Leah in the office or to Pastor Sam.

Back-to-Church Sunday, September 11th
As we come out of the Summer activities, it is time to get back to “normal” around the church.
To that end, we are planning to have our 2nd Annual Back-to-Church Sunday. This will be an
opportunity to get back into the routines of Church life. We will be starting a Children’s Church
program during the worship service to help our children hear the gospel in a way that meets them
where they are. We will have our full complement of Sunday School classes meeting again and the
Pastor’s Bible Study will resume the Thursday prior (September 8th, at 7:00 pm). We hope that you
will join us and make St Mark’s a bigger part of your weekly routine.

Church Camp-Out Planned
Last fall we held our first Church-wide Camp-Out with fun, fellowship, a meal together, and a
vespers service on the lawn. The Camp-out was capped off with breakfast the next morning before
church. We are looking at the weekend of October 15th & 16th for this year’s festivities. We hope
that you will mark these dates on your calendars and plan to attend. If you would like to be a part
of the planning or have questions, please reach out to the office to be connected with the correct
people!

Fall Activities
September 6th, at 6pm in the Sanctuary, the Fellowship Team will be discussing some potential
Fall Activities. Keep your eyes peeled for a church wide email, Facebook posts, and announcements
on Sunday mornings.
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Kidz Korner & St. Marks Preschool:
As we begin a new preschool year, I am always reminded that it takes a team. There are
so many things to get done and get ready; teachers are getting classrooms and hallways
decorated and prepared; children move to new rooms and get used to new schedules;
parents get used to new teachers, classrooms, and areas. We are working away. Each of us
uses our God-given talents to make it through. I have to tell you that every day I see the
team.
Helping each other hang up decorations. Helping with advice on how to make it work.
Even our students take the lead as the new students begin to come in. Students with
outreached hands to help others down the hall. Hugs from them when another is feeling
down. It takes a team!
But, there are others on our team that we sometimes forget about. We forget about you
on our team. And so, I thank you for being part of our team. For making sure that we have
what we need in the ways of classrooms and space. For stepping forward when we need a
few snacks to welcome in the new year; “Meet the Teacher Night”. Thank you for helping us
to grow these students into the world with Jesus’s lessons following them. I understand that
it sometimes looks like we have sweet little students with no problems or issues. Looks can
be deceiving.
Please remember, we are a ministry. And you are a team member of our ministry. We
need you to help our ministry. We need prayers, please. Pray for the single parent that picks
up their child after a long day at work and is barely making it through. Pray for our students
that are struggling with parents that are out of their reach because of their past mistakes.
Pray for that family that just left here with everything looking great, but really isn’t. Prayers
for the teachers that are struggling with so many other things going on as they leave here.
Please be a member of our team; please pray. Thank you.
~ St. Mark's Daycare & Preschool - Lisa Nash

Children's Ministry:
Thank you church friends for supporting the “Sale in our Fellowship Hall”. The sale
brought in $385.67 for the Children’s Department. The Team decided to close the sale for
now. We plan to have an “all church” sale next spring when everyone can donate items for
sale.
Children’s Sunday School starts on September 11th. Children will be dismissed from
church at the time of the Corporate Reading. A teacher/helper will take them to the
Children’s Department to room 20. There they will see a video, “Trackers of Truth’, and have
a lesson. Then they will be returned to the sanctuary to rejoin their families during the last
song. Please pray for our children and teachers.
-The Children's Ministry Team
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Flood Disaster Relief
We want to start by asking you all to take a moment to pray for those affected by the current
natural disasters in the US, specifically the flash flooding in Eastern Kentucky. We pray for the
families who have lost their homes and possessions, but especially those who have lost loved ones.
St. Mark's will be collecting items to send to Eastern Kentucky still after the first delivery was such as
success. Now is a great time to find quite a few of these items as back-to-school deals are going on as
well as camping supplies for Labor day weekend. As collections continue, we will be collecting bigger
items such as baby clothes and supplies, children's items, adult clothing, and other items needed to
better assist the families. We ask that you please share the word so we can collect as much as
possible. Our very own Steve Christner is taking a delivery down and would need your prayers for
safe travels. If you have any questions, please feel free to email the office or Steve Christner.
If you prefer to do a monetary donation, we have people who are willing to go buy supplies to
make the buckets. If you want to give online, a new drop bar has been added to the online giving site
if you wish to give electronically through the normal giving link from Sunday Mornings.
Items Needed:
Bug spray
Non Perishable food items
Fans
Dehumidifiers
Construction tools
Sunscreen
Trash Bags
Gallon Size Resealable Bags
Laundry Soap
Dish Soap
Air Freshener
Gloves
Scrub Brushes and Sponges
Adult and baby shampoo
First Aid Kits
Conditioner
Body wash
Soap (Bath-size soap (3 oz. bar
or larger), No Ivory or Jergens
soap, Do not remove from
packaging)
Toothpaste
Toothbrush
Finger Nail clippers
Deodorant
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Hydrogen Peroxide
Alcohol (rubbing)
Band-Aids
Combs
Brushes
Washcloths
Towels
Blankets
Socks & Underwear of all sizes
Mops
Haircare items (Hair ties,
bobby pins, hair clips, mini
rubber bands)
Feminine Hygiene Products
Baby & Children's Diapers and
Wipes
Cases of Water
Lotion
More

Items collecting for later:
Furniture
generators
Household items
vacuums
Carpet shampooers
Mops & buckets
Building supplies
Appliances
Electronics and chargers
beds
clothes
Baby and children supplies
and toys
school supplies and books

St. Mark's
Youth
Group

Youth
Combined High School & Middle School Youth (Every Wednesday 6-8 pm meal provided):
The youth group had a fun month in August. We did lots of crafts and activities and have some
big ideas for the rest of the year. We have been learning about strengthening ourselves and our
self-image through God, building others up, encouraging others, and what it looks like to be strong
in the eyes of God. We all remember what it was like to be a youth and the insecurities that high
school and middle school bring, and maybe even still have them in the shadows. We are working
on building ourselves up and not tearing others down to build better foundations for our adults of
tomorrow. We learned about all the ways that we are loved, chosen, fought for, worthy, broken,
and God makes us whole and so incredibly loved and how God sees us as worth fighting for.
The youth room is coming together, but we are short of volunteers outside of the
Padgett/Gerber clan to volunteer. If you wish to help, we will gladly accept a few extra hands with
priming and base coating for painting our walls.
There have been lots of requests for a Bible Study to start up this Winter with our high school
youth girls, and Leah is willing to help run it, but would love some other Females willing to be good
influences, prayer partners, or someone willing to encourage asking questions and diving deeper
to join and help lead. Please pray for our youth group, to continue to grow, to strengthen their
hearts, and to have a yearning to grow and dive deeper. Even pray about potentially sitting in on
our youth group to get a feel for what volunteering may look like! These kids want to feel loved and
welcomed by this church.
We want to thank everyone for their donations of supplies, food, crafting items, bible study
materials, and those who have cooked for us. The signup sheet for food for the year is still up on
the bulletin board outside of the usher's room and we are thankful for everything!
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Moving Forward Team
Your “Moving Forward” Team is moving forward. A team of 20 people plus Pastors Sam and Charles met
Thursday evening to begin the process of discerning St. Mark’s future.
First, the most important news is that we are planning a series of Town Hall meetings. Please mark your
calendars for these important dates:
Moving Forward Step 1 • Sunday, Sept. 18, 4 p.m.
Should St. Mark’s be an independent church, or should we align with a denomination? Before we can decide
who we should or should not affiliate with, we need to have a basic understanding of our core beliefs. We will
walk through an exercise to help us narrow the field of choices.
Moving Forward Step 2 • Sunday, Oct. 2, 4 p.m.
The survey results from the Sept. 18 meeting will guide the Moving Forward Team to narrow the options
to no more than 4, These will be explored in detail, questions will be welcome and discussion will be
encouraged. We will take a straw poll on the preferences of those present.
Moving Forward Step 3 • Sunday, Oct. 9, 4 p.m.
We intend this meeting to be an officially called Church Conference to take a vote on what St. Mark’s will
be in terms of independence or aligning with a denomination. This may be a simple vote to affirm and formalize
the one choice made “obvious” by the process, or it may be a vote between two options.
Please know that we realize that there is no date we can choose at which all can be present. We hope as
many as possible can be at each meeting. You can join these meetings via Zoom, however, voting via Zoom may
not be possible. We will attempt to record the meetings and make them available to view through our YouTube
Channel. We will keep the church body informed as we move along.
The team’s second task is checking all the boxes off in meeting the terms of the disaffiliation agreement.
Frankly, there is much to be done by Oct. 14. Specifically:
1. Legal documents. Amy Phillips and Chris Kaehr will lead these efforts.
2. Legal entities issues. Specifically to explore what, if anything needs to be done in regards to the St. Mark’s
Pre-School Ministries, our Endowment Fund, and the Shepherd’s House charter. Myra McCullough, Lisa
Nash, and Mary Lou Andrews will lead this work.
3. Fundraising. Paul Zuercher and Dean Fuelling will lead the efforts to raise $260,000 to cover the disaffiliation
agreement amount due the Conference of $236,205.80, the legal fees, and other costs. They will be utilizing
a combination of cash donations, pledges and if necessary, arranging a “bridge loan.” We ask that you
please not wait to be approached by anyone; rather, reach out to either Paul or Dean to discuss what you
might be able to contribute to this fund beyond your regular giving. Or just place your contribution into the
offering plate or in the mail. Important: Checks need to be written to the St. Mark’s UMC and designate your
gift to the “New Beginning Fund.” Please know that there is a $40,000 “match challenge” for contributions
received by Sunday, Oct. 2.
4. UMC references in signs, website, etc. The team will determine what needs to be done and the costs of
removing references to the United Methodist Church and the cross-and-flame logos. Steve Christner, Jim
Burk, Leah Gerber, and Pastor Charles will focus on this task.
5. Inventory of assets. The requirement of the agreement will also complete a task that is needed for
insurance purposes. Steve Hakes, Kathy Plasterer, Pat Nash, and Steve Kaehr will work on this.
6. Records. The conference is asking us to make digital records of the church’s baptisms, weddings, and
membership roles through our 150+ years. They’ve also requested minutes from recent meetings. Gary and
Joyce Teeple and Nora Suman will lead this effort.
Want to help? All of these teams would welcome assistance. Reach out to these servants listed above if you can
help.
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Mark Miller
Team Leader

Worship Notes:
Music Notes:
I would like to remind all the choir members that practice for the choir will begin on Wednesday,
September 7 at 7:00 PM. Praise team practice will remain on the same every other week schedule at
5:30. Bells will begin on Wednesday, September 14 at 8:00 PM. I am looking forward to an amazing
season.
After much discussion over the last year, we are happy to announce that we are looking to bring
back Coffeehouse this December. It may look a little different and we may have a different name. We
are still working out the details. Soon we will be making some smaller committees to divide up the
work, and choir members may be asking members of the congregation to help. We are excited about
this, so please, as of now, mark down December 11 on your calendar as the possible date for the
Coffeehouse at St. Mark’s.
We are still looking for choir, bell, and praise team members. I know so much has changed over
the last few years. I also may not know all those that may have been choir members in the past. So
please don’t feel like I am ignoring anyone that may have been a member before in one of our
groups. I am most likely not aware that you were previously a member of the choir, praise team, or
bells. So please reach out to me if you have any questions.
Kim McDonald (Music Minister)
260-442-5720
Kim@stmarksumchurch.org

Worship Stats
August 7
Attendance: 180
Online*: 515

August 14
Attendance: 126
Online*: 442

August 21
Attendance: 118
Online*: 558

Current monthly averages:
Attendance: 142
Online*: 505
*These numbers are based on an updated number as of 8/25/22
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Finance:
Financials 7/31/22
$ 172,799.42

Total Income:
Expenses:
Staffing:
$ 118,004.02
Prog. Ministries $ 1,162.21
Adm. Exp.
$ 2,634.85
Tithe
$ 222.36
Trustee Exp.
$ 56,223.49
Parsonage Pay. $ 6,694.45
Total Expenses: $ 184,941.38
Net Income:
$ -(12,141.96)

Financials 7/31/21
$ 165,473.50
$ 113,222.89
$ 1,629.22
$ 1,783.17
$ 13,237.87
$ 59,576.58
$ 6,694.45
$ 196,144.18
$ -(30,670.68)

Note: (all numbers as of 8/22/2022)

Food Pantry:
This Months items:
9/4 Spices (Cinnamon, Onion powder/salt, Garlic
powder/salt, Chili powder, Taco seasoning, etc,.)
9/11 Sauces (Ketchup, Mustard, Mayonnaise,
BBQ, Dressings, etc.,)
9/18 Popcorn
9/25 Individual Bagged Snacks

Bible Trivia Answer:
To care for widows and orphans
It is certainly not merely to believe: "You
believe that there is one God. Good! Even
the demons believe that—and shudder."
(2:19). Rather, "Religion that God our
Father accepts as pure and faultless is this:
to look after orphans and widows in their
distress and to keep oneself from being
polluted by the world." (1:27)

WORSHIP SERVANT SCHEDULE
This next season of volunteering we are trying something new. Outside the Ushers room, on the
bulletin board, there are sign ups for Greeters, Ushers, and Liturgists to the end of the year. This allows
our volunteers to make their own schedules and be on top of when they are available since it is nearly
impossible to know vacation schedules, lake schedules, or when people are out of town. This will allow
more flexibility to all to pick when volunteering, but we ask that you do two weeks back to back, for
Ushers and Greeters, to ensure the easiest schedule to remember.
Steve Halchuck and Rex King will be taking the reigns of Head Ushers and Greeters. If you have any
questions, or scheduling conflicts, please reach out to them to find replacements.
If you know of others who wish to start Greeting, please encourage them to reach out to Rex or Steve,
or encourage them to sign up for a date with someone experienced to get to know the position better.
We hope you all pray about serving the church in this capacity, as well as encourage some new faces to
join as well! We are so thankful for everyone who has volunteered in the past and hope you can
continue to serve in some capacity in our church family!
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Singles Group
In July, the Singles Group went to Van Wert Cinemas to see "Where the Crawdads Sing",
followed by a meal at Gibson's BBQ in Convoy. Hands down, the movie was captivating (as is
the book) and the meal was delicious, especially the prime rib!!
In August, we traveled to Do Good Restaurant and Ministries in Osgood, OH. Prior to this,
nobody in the group had ever heard of them, but we were told that the food was good and that
all tips are donated to a good cause. We also learned that the recipient of August's tips had a
transplant earlier this year and had incurred numerous medical expenses. The tip donation
helped with those expenses and eased the burden on the family. This was indeed a very
interesting and enjoyable afternoon.
This group is open to all singles. We have an outing every month; we do not take
attendance and there are no membership fees. We just look forward to spending time together
for fun and fellowship, with lots of laughter on the side! Anyone wishing to join us for a Singles
outing, or if you have questions regarding the group, please feel free to contact Joella Phillips, at
(260) 701-0124 or Linda Adams, at (260) 223-1836.

Altar Flowers
Sign-ups for altar flowers are up on the
bulletin board outside the usher's room. If you
want to honor someone or share in a celebration,
consider signing up for altar flowers!
You can order live or silk flowers, and keep or
donate them. The office will reach out to you a
week before your Sunday and you can
coordinate what kind of flowers or color scheme!

St MArk's Discount Cards
St. Mark's Discount Cards are still available! We
are very excited about the discounts this year
and showing support for our local business! If
you wish to purchase a card, please contact Gary
Teeple, the Whistlestop, or the office!
The proceeds are going towards our Associate
Pastor Seed Money account which allows us to
have Pastor Charles!
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pm
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20

Food Pantry Packing2 pm
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Trustees Meeting 6:00 pm
Pastor's Bible Study
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Bells Practice - 8 pm
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Praise Team 5:30pm
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Bells Practice - 8 pm
Church Office Closed

21

Pastor's Bible Study
Fellowship 7-9 pm
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NO Pastor's Bible
Study
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Women's Prayer Pastor's Bible Study
9am Rm 1
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Youth Group 6-8 pm
Choir Practice - 7 pm
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September 2022
...A Christ centered community of prayer and fellowship, reaching out with the hope and love of God.

St. Mark's United Methodist Church
546 W. US Highway 224 Decatur, IN 46733
Email: mail@stmarksumchurch.org
Phone: (260) 724-7183
Facebook: St. Mark's Church- Decatur, IN

Services
Sunday Morning Worship
Traditional & Contemporary Mix
Hospitality Treats to follow
9:30 AM

Staff
Lead Pastor:
Rev. Samuel L. Padgett
Email: pastor@Stmarksumc.org
Cell/Text: (812) 972-5819
Church Phone Ext: (305)
Associate Pastor:
Charles Areson
Email: charles@stmarksumchurch.org
Music Director:
Kim McDonald
Email: kim@stmarksumchurch.org

Sunday School
Following Worship, 8:15am/ 10:45 am

Organist:
Dona Longbons

Youth Group
High School & Middle School mixed
Wednesday- Food Provided
6-8 PM

Preschool & Childcare Director:
Lisa Nash (724-8082)
Email: lisa@stmarksumchurch.org

Food Pantry Distribution
1st & 3rd Tuesday of every month
4:45 PM

Administrative Assistant:
Leah Gerber
Email: mail@stmarksumchurch.org
Custodian:
Norman Hirschy

